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Board Minutes, cont’d.

Patt reported that Nike Arnold has taken a position in Oregon, and is stepping down as Tennessee AATG president.  Jana Engle at Dobyns-Bennett will be taking over that position.

II: High School Redesign
Patt Webb has been working on the HS redesign project.  A lot still has to be determined, and much is in the hands of the local education associations.  The state is projecting a 50% increase in HS FL enrollment in the next five years.  There will be the opt-out option for students who do not plan to attend university; local associations will hold the key to opt-out.  Estimate is that only 5% of HS students will NOT take FL.  The state has asked TFLTA to work on course development [eg. Spanish for medical professions].  Patt also suggested public safety as example of other possible fields.  Knox County schools are already working on this.  Beckie Gibson reported that with the move to career academies in Metro Nashville, she is trying to include FL in the curriculum.  There is a demand for courses for HR employees as well.  Collaboration with post-secondary is very important.   Patt Webb stated that  there is the alternative of virtual schools.  State leaders at SCOLT were rather positive about this, especially concerning students with scheduling issues.  One positive is that it is standardized.  In Mississippi, the virtual school is done by the state.  It is generally done according to the need of the individual schools.  MS, AR, NC are doing this; maybe KY.  Some of this is being done through a commercial company, some through state departments of education.  If we can’t find the people to teach, we may need to explore this more.

III: Alternative Licensure:
Patt Webb reported that there will be a meeting in July [new fiscal year] about alternative licensure.  Patt asked those who have knowledge/experience regarding alternative licensure to communicate any information to her.  She also e-mailed the house education committee regarding a bill offering the ability for math and science people to pursue higher degrees with tuition forgiven [this applying to current licensed teachers].  Why not FL teachers?  This will help to attract and retain teachers.

IV: Committee Reports 

Membership:  Will Thompson reported that the renewal letter sent in March has again been very successful.  Also, the number of lifetime members has increased significantly.  The committee is working on a recruitment strategy.  They will revisit past letters sent to non-members.  Over the summer the committee will work on compiling a comprehensive list of all FL educators in the state, including FL methods instructors.
Nominations: Kris Climer reported that the committee has made some progress.  They have names; still trying to have a balanced slate.  By September there should be a good list of candidates.

Jacqueline Elliott: The selection has been made, and will be announced to the board at the September meeting.  We need more nominations for the future.

Teacher of the Year: We need more nominations for this year.  Will Thompson proposed that deadline be extended to Sept. 1.  The motion was approved.

Best of Tennessee: The awardees were announced: Central States: Joan MacDonald [Chicago 2009]; SCOLT: Betsy Taylor, Kelly Scheetz [Atlanta 2009].

Fund for the Future: Deb Lamine moved that qualified applicants who are 1st or 2nd year teachers but who are not chosen for FFF could be offered a gift certificate for $75.00 if they attend the conference anyway.  If FFF recipients submit their reflections, we will award them a $25 gift certificate.  The motion to approve the gift certificates was approved.  Julie Golden has agreed to take over as chair of the committee after this year.  

Publicity/Echo: Deanna Kendall reported that the executive board discussed going on-line with the Echo.  The Echo was in the past the de-facto newsletter, but now that it is an annual, it could easily go on-line with a new format.  The committee will look between now and September at various FL association websites.  
Will Thompson proposed that the conference mailing in August be in the form of a newsletter, and that there be four newsletters annually, three of which would be electronic, and one hard copy for the conference mailing.  The motion was approved.
Special Projects: Cristina Amezquita reported that the committee discussed how the membership has been requesting mini-workshops.  She asked about the potential for a workshop for east and west Tennessee.  Early Spring may be the best time for these.  The board discussed the possibility of co-sponsoring events organized by other groups.
Foreign Language Week:  Becky Peterson reported on the poster contest winners, which were selected by the board at the meeting, and which come from the following schools:

Grades 7-12: 1. St. Cecilia, 2. Cookeville, 3. St. Cecilia 
Grades K-6: 1. Oakhill Nashville, 2. Oakhill Nashville, 3. Woodland Pres., Memphis

The winners will be notified by the committee.
V: New Business
Beckie Gibson reported that Metro Nashville Public Schools Middle School teacher of the year is TFLTA member Amy Cate.
News from Tennessee AATSP
With hints of a captivating presentation to come, I am happy to announce Dr. Marina Carter as our AATSP luncheon speaker at the November 7-8 TFLTA Conference.  Emphasizing “Going Global on a Language Adventure”, Marina will board us on our own adventure as she distills lively wisdom and knowledge about the Gypsies of Andalucia.   Hailing Malaga, Spain as her home town, Marina teaches Spanish II, IV, and AP Literature at Hume Fogg Academic Magnet School.  I look forward to seeing you at our show stopping event!  

I also encourage Spanish teachers to complete a Call for Proposals form to present a session at the TFLTA conference.  Not only are the presentations beneficial professionally, but holding the conference to a high standard, our sessions provide resources, ideas, and networking for participants.

Marees Choppin
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CALL FOR SESSION PROPOSALS
DEADLINE EXTENDED TO AUGUST 1!

TFLTA Conference 2008

(November 7-8)

Go Global on a Language Adventure!
Whether you are a veteran TFLTA member or you've just finished your first year of teaching, we have all had moments of "brilliance" in the language learning classroom.  Moments when we have really connected with our students, be it trough vocabulary, grammar, culture, technology, or history.  Your fellow TFLTA members want to hear about and learn from these moments and there is no better venue than the 2008 TFLTA Conference: Go Global on a Language Adventure.  Our conferences are well-known for their comfortable and supportive environment where members can come to re-energize and re-invigorate themselves and their teaching.  Consider becoming a more active part of this experience, offer a one-hour session on a methodology that has worked well for you, or team up with a colleague or two and offer a Good Ideas session.  Take us on a Language Adventure!  Proposals for conference sessions are still needed in all languages. Download proposal forms at http://www.tflta.org and email to Deanna Kendall at kendalld@stcecilia.edu or mail to Francille Bergquist, 311 Kirkland Hall, Vanderbilt Univeristy, Nashville, TN  37240.
Deanna Kendall
First Vice-President, Conference Chair

Conference Reminder

Don't forget to mark your calendars!! TFLTA Conference 2008: Go Global on a Language Adventure, November, 7-8, 2008 at the Cool Springs Marriott!

Selected Session Highlights:

Spanish: 
“Web2 Technologies: Uses of Wimba, YouTube and a CourseManager to Enhance Spanish Listening and Speaking Skills”

General: 
“Teaching with Folded Paper and Little Books; Using Second Life in Basic Foreign Language Classes: The Students' Perspective”

French: 
“What About La Francophonie?”

Chinese: 
“Learning Chinese Language and Culture in the Year of the Mouse”

German: 
“Sehen & Hoeren - Hörverständnis via Video”

Latin: 
“New Methods for an Old Language: A Comprehensive Framework for Effective Instruction”

NNELL: 
“25+ Instant Teacher and Student-Friendly Activities to Use on Monday...and Beyond in Grades K-8”

MORE FORTHCOMING!
Quoi de neuf:  AATF de Tennessee

Chapeau

Rachel Markovitz of Memphis received a AATF Scholarship to participate in the AATF pre-conference experience in Switzerland and in Belgium.

Betsy Taylor of Franklin received a professional growth scholarship from Alpha Delta Kappa which will enable her to participate in the AATF Conference in Liège, Belgium.

Dr. Will Thompson was nominated for the very prestigious Palmes Académiques. More information about this honor will be shared at the AATF luncheon in November.

Congratulations to the University of Memphis for sponsoring the Sixteenth Annual Foreign Language Fair in April.  This year’s theme was “Taste the World through Languages”.  Wouldn’t it be great if more of us followed their lead in promoting language through festivals?

This year’s TFLTA program
will be especially exciting to French teachers.

Look how you can spend your weekend Nov 7-8, at the Franklin Cool Springs Marriott.

A Workshop on how to teach Persepolis, with time to view the film, presented by Joyce McFall and Saralee Peccolo-Taylor.


Sessions by:

Dr. Laura Ramsey on Alsacien French

Dr. Will Thompson on la Francophonie
Betsy Taylor on the 2008 AATF Conference in Liège

Kris Climer on electronic compositions

Becky Peterson on collaborative teaching


 Our luncheon this year will have a Québecois flavor.  Ms. Ginette Chenard, the representative from Quebec in Atlanta, has accepted our invitation to speak at the AATF luncheon.  She will celebrate with us the 400th birthday of Quebec City.
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Message from TFLTA President Patt Webb








Summer has arrived!  For many of us, the next few weeks will move at a slower pace, although they do seem to fly as August approaches.





As for the news on the horizon, there is much to share. 


The State Board of Education approved the high school redesign project which includes a requirement for most graduates to study 2 years of a foreign language.  Based on his research, Dr. David Sevier, Policy Advisor of the State Board, wrote the following expectations in a recent email message to me.  “Only those students who can create an elective focus consisting of 6 or more credits will be eligible for an opt-out (assuming an LEA has one). My best guess is that this could potentially affect 5% or so of our HS population. In other words, with one diploma path 95% of HS students may need two or more years of foreign language instruction. This is much increased from the 50% or so that I am told receive instruction today.”  If Dr. Sevier’s predictions are correct, almost twice as many students as we currently serve statewide will soon be enrolling in foreign language study.  





Continued on page 3
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TFLTA Board Meeting Minutes


SUMMARY


May 10, 2008





I.  2008 Conference





Deanna Kendall reported on the 2008 conference.  We are still in need of session proposals.  We would like to offer a second Spanish workshop, due to the demand.  Workshops for the other languages are in the planning stage but more input would be welcome.





We have two regular sessions for Spanish, and need more.  We are well off for general sessions.  We have two French sessions, one on Alsatian; one proposal for Chinese.  We have one Latin session so far.  Pattie Davis-Wiley will forward something for NNELL [luncheon followed by session].  In summary, we need more sessions for all languages.  There had also been discussion about having a panel discussion on the new FL requirements for high schools.  A request was made to the language organization presidents to recruit sessions.  We would like to have new people who have not presented before.





Continued on page 2





Message from Patt Webb (cont’d from page 1)





The TFLTA Board of Directors has been asked to develop a framework for a Spanish course for those considering medical careers (to include perhaps EMT’s, public safety, etc. as well as traditional medical personnel).   





High school educators must consider how to best meet the needs of both the university bound students to which we are accustomed and the non-traditional students with whom we have more limited experience.  Articulation with post secondary institutions is a crucial issue in the midst of these changes.  





Different ways to deliver instruction are also being studied by the State Board, including distance learning and possible virtual courses, which are being used by several state systems across the area.  





As one way to attract and retain highly qualified instructors, TFLTA has asked members of the Education Committee of the State Legislature to consider some type of loan forgiveness or the use of Hope Scholarship funds for foreign language teachers who desire to pursue advanced degrees.  This effort is based on recent legislation that gives math and science teachers across the state this incentive.  Stay tuned for future developments by checking our website!





Sept. 1 deadline: 





Nominations for the


Teacher of the Year


Award 


[deadline extended!]





Fund for the Future applications








Forms available at www.tflta.org  











DATES TO REMEMBER IN 2008:





Aug. 1	EXTENDED Deadline for Conference Session Proposal Submissions


Sept.  1      Deadline for:


		Fund for the Future Applications


		Teacher of the Year Nominations


	[NOTE: deadline extended!]


Nov. 7-8	TFLTA Conference


Dec.  1      	Deadline for Echo submissions
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