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TFLT

A
Visit the TFLTA website (http://www.tflta.org) for more info or to get any registration materials.

Be sure to join the TFLTA listserv!
The listserv is a fast and effective way to share ideas with one another and to keep one another informed about issues important to the study of Foreign Languages in our districts, counties, colleges, and universities. Visit www.tflta.org to learn how to join the listserv.


MAY 1, 2010
is the deadline for submitting

· Conference Workshop/Session Proposals 
· Manuscripts for the TFLTA Journal
· Jacqueline Elliot Award nominations
· Joyce Ward Teacher of Year nominations
· K-6 Poster contest entries
· 7-12 Video commercial contest entries

information  /  release form

Check out the inaugural edition of the new TFLTA Journal, a peer-reviewed, online publication of TFLTA.  The journal publishes original scholarly articles (i.e., instructional methods and techniques, assessment, policy and accountability issues) that are of interest to modern and classical language educators in the K-16 arena. 
In the fall 2009 issue:
Pathways to Ensure Our Students Are World-Ready --Paul Sandrock

A Retrospective Look at Language Instruction --Christine Brown

Considerations, Constraints and Joys: Remembering the Future of Language Immersion in the U.S --Paul A. García
Developing Language Skills for Success in the 21st Century: Work in Progress at the Center for Applied Linguistics --Dora Johnson, Margaret E. Malone, Joy Kreeft Peyton, Ingrid Pufahl, and Nancy Rhodes
Information Dynamics for Twenty-First Century Literacy Guides --Robert D. Peckham
Situating Grammar Instruction in the World Language Classroom: Four Content-Enriched Strategies --Todd A. Hernández

Can training influence teachers’ intention to teach in the L2? --Mark K. Warford
Deadline to submit manuscripts for the 2010 edition is May 1.  See the TFLTA Journal for more details.

World Language Advocacy

Why study other languages
(tri-panel brochure for students, parents, administrators)
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     Message from TFLTA President Chris Craig


Dear Colleagues,


Thank you so much for the opportunity to serve as your TFLTA president this year.  At least for the 30 years that I have been a member of our all-volunteer organization, TFLTA has done three things very well. With your help we aim to continue all three in 2010:


1) Superb Professional Development Opportunities


Thanks to you, our 2009 annual conference was a great success. This November 5-6, our 2010 Conference, “Live the Language: Learn by Doing” promises to be even more exciting.  In the much nearer term, interested members are invited to the TFLTA/Vanderbilt K-8 Foreign Language Workshop on March 6, and to the TFLTA East Tennessee Regional Workshop (free to all TFLTA members) on March 20. Please see �HYPERLINK "."��www.tflta.org� for details.


2) Advocacy


Two items loom large. As part of the legislation that came out of the special session in January, state law now mandates that 50% of teacher evaluation be based on student achievement.    TFLTA is moving aggressively to ensure that world language teachers have a strong voice in designing the implementation of this law. For those just entering our vocation, the licensure standards for world language teachers are being revisited this year.  Thanks to Tennessee’s world language consultant Dr. Jeanette Crosswhite, TFLTA members have been given a key role in this process. 


3) Networking and Fellowship. 


The least measurable and perhaps the most valuable thing we do as fellow world language teachers is to come together to share our joys and frustrations, to be reminded that what we do is noble work that makes people’s lives better, and to be assured that we are not alone.  This is the heart of TFLTA, and we will continue to foster it in every way we can.


Thank you for all you do for our common cause.


Warm regards,





Chris Craig
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TFLTA Board Meeting February 6,  2010 Highlights





I.	CALL TO ORDER, ANNOUNCEMENTS


Chris Craig recognized Will Thompson for his being named a Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Palmes Académiques.  


Beckie Gibson announced that Honors World Language has been re-introduced for Level II.  She also reported that they are now World Languages in Metro Nashville, following the lead of the state DOE.  


Pattie Davis-Wiley announced the second annual TFLTA regional workshop to be held March 20 on the UT-Knoxville campus.  


Beckie reported on the upcoming FLES workshop to be held at Belmont University on March 6.


Patt Webb recognized Jeannette Crosswhite for her excellent work with TFLTA, and read the letter that she sent to Jeannette’s supervisor praising her for her contributions to FL education in the state and to TFLTA.


II.	Treasurer’s Report


Francille Bergquist reported that all is well.  


III. 	2010 Conference 


First Vice President, David Julseth reported on the conference, to be held November 5-6, 2010, at the Cool Springs Marriott.  Keynote speaker will be Deborah Robinson, former president of the national association of state FL supervisors.  She is currently WL consultant for the state DOE in Ohio.  Our dinner speaker will be our own Patsy Lanigan.  Conference proposals are still needed.  He also mentioned the video contest, and we may have a special session to showcase the winners.  Proposal form is on the website.


Continued on page 2…





(continued from page 1—Feb. Board Meeting)


IV.	State news


Policy/Legislative Liaison, Patt Webb reported that there appears to be nothing new on FL-related legislation.  Jeannette confirmed Patt’s information.  She shared information on recent state BOE activities, including the new Praxis II exam cut scores, textbook adoption, new course codes, revisions to licensure standards, and teacher evaluation.  There were some questions concerning the PK-12 versus 7-12 licensure.  Once the committee finalizes the draft guidelines, they will go to the state board which solicits comments.  The target date for implementation is 2013.  On teacher evaluation: measures do not currently exist for WL, so these will have to be developed.  This is very much up in the air.  Chris Craig will write to the Governor requesting representation on the committee considering this.  


IV.	COMMITTEE REPORTS 


Nominations:  


Tom Dunne: the committee already has several names for board and 2nd VP nominations.


Jacqueline Elliott:  


Chris handed over the handbook to Jessica Sexton to give to Janie Haynes.  No nominations have been submitted  as of yet, but at least one is forthcoming.  He encouraged people to nominate deserving colleagues.


Joyce Ward Teacher of the Year:  


Doug Bright (the 2009 recipient) will be attending SCOLT.  There are some nominees for 2010, but they would like more.  They discussed changing the procedure and nomination form so that it is the committee’s responsibility to solicit supporting documentation (due September 1) after nominations have been submitted by May 1.


Fund for the Future:  


Julie Golden reported that they discussed the application process and getting the feedback forms back from recipients.  They suggested putting feedback forms in the “goodie bag” to remind recipients.  In the letter, everything recipients need to do must be clear [accommodations, picking up goodie bag].    The FFF session may have a poster session format with stations [eg. vocabulary, classroom management] so that teachers can see information that could be of use to them.  


Publicity/Publications:  


Peggy Ross asked for contact information of local papers that include community information, since this will be an excellent way to publicize member achievements and the organization in general.  The online journal is now on the website.  The deadline for submissions to the journal is May 1.  The committee discussed the possibility of encouraging presenters at the conference to submit articles to the journal [although such submissions would still be under peer review].  We now have a Facebook page, which everyone on Facebook is encouraged to join.  The newsletter no longer has an appointed editor, since now the 2nd VP is automatically editor.  Information should be forwarded to Kris Climer for the next newsletter to come out later this month.  The committee had some discussion about content: tips for teachers, tech corner, having presider summaries in edition after conference.  They suggested including a place on the presider sheet so that presenters can include their emails for people to contact them.  


Public advocacy:  


Patt Webb reported on three main topics:


Continuing impact of TN diploma project [need to make sure that the policy is understood (and that we want students to take FL)].  Brochure  on the reasons for studying a FL is now online for distribution.  Deanna has printed versions that she can send out.  


New requirement on Race for the Top [50% teacher evaluation].  We need to make sure that there is a FL person on the committee.


Urge membership to contact legislators and let them know how important FL education is.  Chris asked that board members commit to communicating with state legislators about issues of concern.


Foreign Language Week:  


Jane Weaver sent in a proclamation request to the Governor’s office; has feedback that it should not be a problem, and this will hopefully happen before Foreign Language week in March.  We could possibly put the proclamation on the website.


This year there will be a video contest for 7-12, with a session at the conference.  Information about the contest is now on the website.  This needs to be promoted; we can do so on the website and in the newsletter.  We still have the K-6 poster contest.  











TFLTA CONFERENCE 2010


NOVEMBER 5-6


Live the Language; Learn by Doing





JOIN YOUR COLLEAGUES AT THE COOL SPRINGS MARRIOTT


FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE








 Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.actfl.org" �www.actfl.org� for information on the ACTFL 2009 Annual Convention and World Languages Expo, November 20-22, 2009, in San Diego, California. 








K-8 Foreign Language Teachers’ Workshop


TFLTA/Vanderbilt’s Center for Latin American Studies 


Saturday, March 6, 2010





�HYPERLINK "tfltaworkshopinfo.doc"��INFORMATION�


�HYPERLINK "tfltaworkshopregistration.doc"��REGISTRATION FORM�





ACCOLADES�





Deanna Kendall


2009 St. Cecilia Teacher of the Year


Marilyn Carico


Nominated for Knox County 


HS Teacher of the Year


Betsy Taylor


National Board certified teacher


Franklin HS Teacher of the Year


Williamson County Teacher of the Year


Julie Golden


Powell HS nominee for Knox County


Teacher of the Year





send submissions to � HYPERLINK "mailto:tfltanewsletter@gmail.com" �tfltanewsletter@gmail.com�





























�


INDEX CARDS:  A set of index cards (color-coded for each class) is a great addition to any teacher toolbag.  Each student can complete the card—ideally at the beginning of the year/semester—with pertinent info (name, name in target language, birthday, address, email, parents names, siblings names, likes / dislikes / interests, reason for studying language, etc.).  These cards can be used to randomly direct questions, compose dialogue partners, compose teams for games, or to select “volunteers” when none are forthcoming.





HELP WORLD LANGUAGE SPEAKERS BE AUDACIOUS:  Audacity is a free, multi-platform program that allows you and your students to easily record, edit and perform both basic and complex transformations in a variety of sound formats.  Install on language lab computers, personal or laptop computers, classroom computers and give your students speaking tasks that can be exported to mp3 format.  Or record your own files for listening comprehension activities.  Visit � HYPERLINK "http://audacity.sourceforge.net/" �http://audacity.sourceforge.net/� for more information or to download.





send submissions to


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:tfltanewsletter@gmail.com" �tfltanewsletter@gmail.com�








SCOLT 2010 Conference


April 15-17, 2010


Information and registration is available at:


� HYPERLINK "http://scolt.webnode.com/a2010-conference-information/" �http://scolt.webnode.com/a2010-conference-information/�.





Central States Conference March 4-6, 2010


“2020 Vision for 2010: Developing Global Competence.”


Minneapolis


For information and registration, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.csctfl.org" �http://www.csctfl.org�.








TFLTA Regional (East TN) Workshop


Saturday, March 20, 2010, 8:30-3:00


Black Cultural Center


University of Tennessee at Knoxville


�HYPERLINK "workshop2010.htm"��Information and Registration�








�
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�HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=296130381101"��Join TFLTA on Facebook�
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