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            (Board Minutes continued)                              One recommendation received was that the conference be held in the spring, but most teachers find this time impractical.  In addition, Patt announced that Keynote Speaker Christine Brown donated her honorarium to the Fund for the Future, as did Virginia Scott, her Jacqueline Elliott Award money.

VI. LaQuisha Oliver, liaison between TFLTA and the State Board of Education, reported on the new foreign language requirements in the state curriculum (see bill on page 5), which requires all students to complete two years of foreign language in high school.  Questions involved when students could opt out of this requirement, who determined how students opted out, whether the language would be offered in the 9th and 10th grades or only the 11th and 12th grades, how languages would be taught if vocational and college-prep students were in the same classes, what impact this mandate has on elementary and middle school foreign language classes and how TFLTA might make a difference in the decision-making.  University level teachers pointed out that three years or more is the academic predictor of success in college study.  Concern was voiced also about advanced placement language classes in high schools.  We were encouraged to get more information and to be proactive for our own interests.  Patt Webb will continue to be in communication with LaQuisha Oliver and other administrators in order to keep us informed.

VII. Committee Reports

A. Membership –                             Chair Will Thompson reported that he is working on the data-base in preparation for sending out a dues renewal letter.  The committee’s main project will be a recruitment strategy.

Nominations –                             Chair Kris Climer announced a large pool of names.  He will verify TFLTA membership and contact information.  The committee will have a slate that reflects a balance of region, language and level.

B. Jacqueline Elliott Award -    Chair Chris Craig said the committee has nominations from the past but would like to identify other university level people who have made contributions to foreign language education.  The nomination form will be on the website.

C. Teacher of the Year Award – Saralee Peccolo-Taylor reported that the committee has nominees from the past but would encourage additional nominations.

D. Best of Tennessee – Representatives and alternates have been selected .  They will be announced at the next meeting.

E. Fund for the Future –           Chair Deb Lamine announced the FFF form and reports from last year will be put on the website.   Julie Golden suggested sending a letter to each FFF conference scholarship recipient’s administrator about the award.  It was suggested that the school board administrator also be sent a letter.  These names can be requested on the application form.  Patt Webb suggested that the “Greet and Meet” for first time attendees at the conference be revisited in order to work better.  Christina Amezquita mentioned that a fundraiser she had seen at the NCFLA meeting in which people bought raffle tickets for items displayed on tables was a popular event.  All items could be donated, and the money given to the goodie bags for the new teachers.  The committee will investigate further about procedures and any legal ramifications.

F. Publicity/ECHO –                Chair Pattie Wiley proposed adding a review board for articles in order to raise the ECHO to a new level.  The ECHO would continue to be a friendly venue for people in the classroom and available online.  People are encouraged to send in their ideas about textbooks, youth literature and other things they use in the classroom or have impact on their teaching.  Pattie also asked that the advertising rates be raised and agreed to check into what other foreign language organizations charged.

G. Public Advocacy –               Chair Peggy Ross reported on the importance of communication and the accuracy of the information.  There are a lot of issues for which we need clarification.  The committee recommended that the Board disseminate factual information via listserv so the membership can give feedback.  Perhaps a forum board might be possible.

H. Special Projects –                Joyce Ward moved for the committee that we create a newsletter that would come out online three times a year with announcements, deadlines, abbreviated Board minutes, a message from the President and Vice-President/conference chair as well as any important issues.  The newsletter would not duplicate areas covered by the ECHO or its purpose.  The motion was seconded and approved after some discussion.  Christina Amezquita then mentioned that her elementary/middle school workshop was very successful last year, and she would like to have another one in February this year, perhaps with TFLTA sponsorship.  The Board then approved the 1st official “TFLTA Rhyme and Song Celebration” and awarded up to $500 to Christina for expenses.  Patt Webb mentioned the regional one-day workshop concept and urged members to consider holding one.  Textbook publishers might help with expenses.

I. Foreign Language Week – Becky Peterson announced that poster submissions will be due before the next Board meeting in May.  She is working on a proclamation from the governor.  Our past winners will be displayed at SCOLT.  New ideas include a calendar with the winning posters and mugs instead of t-shirts.                                                                        
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Discover Russian

in Memphis City Schools!

    by Alyssa Villarreal, 
    World Language Coordinator

This February, Craigmont High School students discovered the Russian language in a musical adventure through past and present Russia. Students enjoyed performances by a noted Russian opera singer, traditional Russian Gyspy dance, and current hits from Alzu, performed by current CHS Russian students. Rhodes College Russian professors and students were integral to the program’s success with musical performances, insights on the importance of studying Russian and student perspectives from their travels to Russia. 
The program hit a high note during the question and answer period with previous CHS graduates who had traveled to Russia as a result of high scores at the ACTR’s Olympiada of Spoken Russian. For the past five years, Ms. Karpovich has consistently prepared students who’ve ranked regionally and nationally and were invited to travel to Russia with the ACTR. 

Thanks to the dedication of Anna Karpovich, and her students’ hard work, MCS received a FLAP Grant this past July that will allow the district to expand its current Russian program. The district will use the funds to extend the Russian instruction to students at Brownsville elementary school, curriculum development,  as well as to collaborate with other Russian programs across the US.
These developments have left many students saying “Da” to the study of Russian in Memphis City Schools!

     An Echo from THE ECHO    
     As the editor of  our TFLTA journal, Pattie Davis-Wiley  invites you to submit the following items to be reviewed for inclusion in the Spring ’09 issue:

 research completed in WL education; 

 FLES program highlights; 

 outstanding/original student work; 

 teacher tips for the K-16 classroom; 

 software reviews; 

 technology ideas; and

 position papers re: issues concerning WL education in TN. 

Please submit these in a Word or rtf file to Pattie  at:  pdwiley@utk.edu and indicate ECHO in the subject line. The Review Board looks forward to receiving your submissions from now until December 1, 2008.

PHOTO GALLERY FROM THE 
    2007 CONVENTION
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State Supervisor LaQuisha Oliver and Chris Craig  share some weighty subjects.
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Alyssa Villareal, Beckie Gibson 
 and Sharon Fischbach
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Knoxville board members Julie

Golden, Saralee Peccolo-Taylor,

Ilona Cummins with Sharon.   
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 Ofrenda: in loving memory 
        of Sabra Clayton

HOPE SCHOLARSHIP ALERT!!

Senate Bill # 2724 (House 3720), passed in 2006, which authorized Hope Scholarship funding for math and science teachers - current tenured teachers who desire an advanced degree  (see link at sevier.org/teacherstools.html).  It's an excellent bill, but FL educators should also have access to these funds, as FL teachers have been on the official state shortage list since 1997. The new mandate requiring FL for all students will have a huge effect on FL educators. 

Contact your legislators and urge them to add foreign language educators to the list of teachers who may benefit from these funds. Here are the members of the Education Committees for both the Senate and the House.   Maybe you can just copy and paste this list into your email and they'll hear from us in record numbers! 

sen.jamie.woodson@legislature.state.tn.us,  sen.reginald.tate@legislature.state.tn.us,  sen.andy.berke@legislature.state.tn.us,     sen.charlotte.burks@legislature.state.tn.us, sen.rusty.crowe@legislature.state.tn.us, sen     .joe.haynes@legislature.state.tn.us, sen.randy.mcnally@legislature.state.tn.us,     sen.bill.ketron@legislature.state.tn.us, sen.jim.tracy@legislature.st ate.tn.us,     rep.leslie.winningham@legislature.state. tn.us,

rep.tommie.brown@legislature.state.tn.us,   rep.joe.towns@legislature.state.tn.us, rep.harry.brooks@legislature.state.tn.us,   rep.jim.coley@legislature.state.tn.us
rep.barbara.cooper@legislature.state.tn.us,   rep.dolores.gresham@legislature.state.tn.us, rep.beth.harwell@legislature.state.tn.us,   rep.john.hood@legislature.state.tn.us, rep.phillip.johnson@legislature.state.tn.us,   rep.ulysses.jones@legislature.state.tn.us, rep.ron.lollar@legislature.state.tn.us,    rep.mark.maddox@legislature.state.tn.us,

rep.michael.mcdonald@legislature.state.tn.us   , rep.gerald.mccormick@legislature.state.tn.us rep.richard.montgomery@legislature.state.tn.us,   rep.larry.turner@legislature.state.tn.us, rep.john.windle@legislature.state.tn.us
In order for your message to count, you must give your address (physical) in the email.  If you simply have the time to contact the senators and representatives from your district, that would be even better.
CALL FOR SESSION PROPOSALS
For the TFLTA Conference 2008 (November 7-8)

Go Global on a Language Adventure!

I am so excited to be planning this year's TFLTA Conference.  2008 will round out our 40th year celebration, and I hope that this conference will be a wonderful professional growth opportunity for all who attend.  The wonderful thing about our organization is its creative and talented membership and their willingness to share of themselves and their ideas.  

   
Session proposals are currently being accepted for this year's conference.  Sessions ranging from 30-120 minutes in length that address specific language (Chinese, French, German, Latin, Spanish) as well as general language needs and topics are desired.  If you are interested in sharing some of your best teaching tips but don't have an hour's worth of material, you can submit a proposal for a 10 minute presentation that will be combined with others to create an hour long "What can I do on Monday?" session.  Workshop proposals (3 hours in length) are also needed.  Proposal forms may be downloaded at  http://www.tflta.org/conference2008.htm.  
  
Please submit proposals to me at kendalld@stcecilia.edu) by May 1, 2008. 

   
Don't forget to have your students participate in this year's TFLTA poster contest.  Poster contest forms can be downloaded at www.tflta.org. 

 

Looking forward to your proposals,

Deanna Kendall
First Vice-President, Conference Chair

Conference 2007 Notes
We asked:  “How Can TFLTA Better Serve You?”

You answered:

Regional mini-workshops.  Several individuals suggested one day mini-conferences.  We are working on providing those in the spring of 2009, possibly at UTK in the east and at another location to be determined in the west.  We already sponsor an elementary mini-conference in the Nashville area each spring.  At this time we are considering a Saturday from 8 or 9 until around 3 with a boxed lunch available for preorder.  Suggested topics included immersion activities, cultural activities, technology, student engagement, and differentiated instruction.  We need to hear from you if you are willing to present a session in this type of setting.  

Mentor programs for first year teachers.  The State Board of Education High School Redesign Project requires mentors for beginning teachers.  Please step up to the plate and be willing to share your expertise with new teachers at your school.  Share our website info with them so that they can access all the programs available to help them.  Certainly encourage them to apply for the Dale Sievers Memorial Fund for the Future Award which helps defray expenses for them to attend our annual conference.
A newsletter to share current information.  It’s here!  Please submit any information you would like to contribute to Joyce Ward, Editor.  Our plan is to produce the newsletter within 30 days of the February, May, and September meetings of our Board of Directors.  Also, check our website, tflta.org, frequently.  Will Thompson, our webmaster, does an excellent job of keeping it updated with current opportunities and news.
 
Advocacy.  Our Public Advocacy Committee is hard at work.  Please take the time to communicate your interests to your local school board.  Under the new high school redesign project, the LEA will be interpreting these changes.  Without your voice, hot topics such as incentive pay for positions that are hard to fill and the interpretation of the procedure for opting out of the new foreign language requirements will be decided by others who may lack your expertise and passion for foreign language education. 
If you have news or pictures for

the next newsletter, the deadline is

May 24th!
Send to david.ward1508@comcast.net 
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Message from TFLTA President Patt Webb





    As spring arrives, change is so beautifully evident around us.  If we stop long enough to appreciate the beauty and soak in the sunshine, we’ll more easily embrace and celebrate the changes around us.  In foreign language education in Tennessee, change is also very much in the air!  First, we want to welcome you to enjoy our first edition of our new TFLTA Newsletter, designed to keep you as up to date as possible on news and events that impact you and your students.  Joyce Ward has graciously agreed to take on the responsibility of Newsletter Editor for this new venture, and I thank her for her willingness to do so in her signature “can-do” spirit. 


   Probably the most important change in decades for each of us, regardless of the level we teach, is the High School Redesign of the State Board of Education to strengthen the curriculum and raise academic standards.  Among other changes, this plan calls for two years of one foreign language for all Tennessee graduates, effective with the 9th grade class of 2009-2010.  There are limited options for waiving this requirement, stated in the High School Transition Policy adopted January 25, 2008, as: “In exceptional circumstances, schools may waive the foreign language and fine art requirement for students who are not planning to attend the university to expand and enhance their elective focus.”   It is the express desire of the State Board that our students graduate with the tools necessary to succeed in an increasingly global society.  We applaud the vision of our State Board, while realizing this mandate creates challenges and opportunities for each of us.  Your voice is important in helping shape how this mandate is fleshed out at the local level.


    (continued on page three)
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TFLTA Board Meeting Minutes


February 9, 2008





President Patt Webb reported on the tornado destruction to Union University and suggested that we needed to consider what we might do as an organization to help. 


Treasurer Francille Bergquist gave the treasurer’s report and announced that cost of a lifetime membership will increase to $200 on January 1, 2009. 


Vice-President and Conference Chair Deanna Kendall announced the theme for the 2008 conference is “Go Global on a Language Adventure.”  Proposals have been submitted, mainly in Spanish, and Deanna would welcome additional proposals, especially in French, German and Latin or on general topics.  The proposal form is on the TFLTA website.


President Patt Webb added that there is a website link to the Tennessee State Department of Education job listings.  Any FL job announcement may be also posted on this site.


Patt also reported that TFLTA received $703 from the sale of Dolly Young’s jewelry at the 2007 Conference.  She thanked Dolly for her generosity and Dolly and Becky  Peterson for the time devoted to sitting at the tables selling jewelry, t-shirts and note cards.               


                 


		  (continued on page 2)








______________________________________________________





Message from Patt Webb (cont’d from page 1)


It is our desire as officers and members of the TFLTA Board of Directors to help provide the leadership and support that is needed as these changes are implemented.


I will conclude with my thanks to so many of you who made our 2007 Celebrate Language Connections Conference such a success.  


Over a hundred members directly contributed their time and energy in various ways, whether by organizing or presenting a session, providing behind the scenes help, or working on committees that provided the necessary support.           


Over 300 members benefited from your dedication, and we thank you!  I ask that each member please consider what role you might be willing to play as we plan our conference for 2008.  


Your willingness to contribute your expertise makes this a great organization!


                                                                                      


                                                              


                                                                





























Conference 2007 Notes –





We asked “How Can TFLTA Better Serve You?”





You asked for it – let’s work together to make it happen:





Regional mini-workshops.  Several individuals suggested one day mini-conferences.  We are working on providing those in the spring of 2009, possibly at UTK in the east and at another location to be determined in the west.  We already sponsor an elementary mini-conference in the Nashville area each spring.  At this time we are considering a Saturday from 8 or 9 until around 3 with a boxed lunch available for preorder.  Suggested topics included immersion activities, cultural activities, technology, student engagement, and differentiated instruction.  We need to hear from you if you are willing to present a session in this type of setting.  


Mentor programs for first year teachers.  The State Board of Education High School Redesign Project requires mentors for beginning teachers.  Please step up to the plate and be willing to share your expertise with new teachers at your school.  Share our website info with them so that they can access all the programs available to help them.  Certainly encourage them to apply for the Dale Sievers Memorial Fund for the Future Award which helps defray expenses for them to attend our annual conference.


A newsletter to share current information.  It’s here!  Please submit any information you would like to contribute to Joyce Ward, Editor.  Our plan is to produce the newsletter within 30 days of the February, May, and September meetings of our Board of Directors.  Also, check our website, tflta.org, frequently.  Will Thompson, our webmaster, does an excellent job of keeping it updated with current opportunities and news.


   Advocacy.  Our Public Advocacy Committee is hard at work.  Please take the time to communicate your interests to your local school board.  Under the new high school redesign project, the LEA will be interpreting these changes.  Without your voice, hot topics such as incentive pay for positions that are hard to fill and the interpretation of the procedure for opting out of the new foreign language requirements will be decided by others who may lack your expertise and passion for foreign language education. 
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New Legislation:





House Bill 3252 by Coley and Senate Bill 2980 by Norris





AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 1, relative to encouraging fluency of foreign language in public schools.





BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:





	SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 49-1-302(a), is amended by adding the following language as a new subdivision:


	(20)  Develop guidelines for the use of LEAs to foster foreign language fluency as part of holistic education for all students in grades seven through twelve (7-12).


	SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2008, the public welfare requiring it.








May1st deadline: nominations for the


Jacqueline Elliott and


Teacher of the Year


Awards 





Poster Contest*





Session Proposals*





*see “Call for Sessions” p.4  
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DATES TO REMEMBER IN 2008:


May  1      Deadline for:


Poster Contest Submissions


                    	Jacqueline Elliot and Teacher 


                      	of the Year nominations


                    	Session proposals for Conference


Nov 7-8	Conference in Nashville


Dec  1      	Deadline for Echo submissions
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